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Document-Based Assessments

Name _______________________________________________________

John Smith

Directions: John Smith did many things that helped the colony of Jamestown 
survive.  Look at the list above of things he accomplished in his life, and then 
complete the tasks.

	 1.	 In the check boxes, rank these events in order of importance to the colonists 
in Jamestown.   Number one should be the most important and number six 
the least important.  

	 2.	 Why did you rank the events in the order you chose?

		  _____________________________________________________________

		  _____________________________________________________________

		  _____________________________________________________________

	 3.	 What qualities make a good leader?

		  _____________________________________________________________

		  _____________________________________________________________

	 4.	 In your opinion, was John Smith a good leader?  Explain your answer.

		  _____________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________

	 	
John Smith had a lot of military experience.

	 	
He motivated the colonists to work by proclaiming, “He who 
does not work will not eat.”

	 	
He had a friendship with Pocahontas and the Powhatan tribe.

	 	
He explored the Chesapeake Bay looking for sources of food.

	 	
He kept a detailed record about his experiences with various 
American Indian tribes.

	 	
He drew a map of Virginia.


